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PROJECT  DESCRIPTION  
This  project  was  created  to  answer  the  question:  How  can  teachers  and  parents/guardians  
of  elementary  students  help  increase  students’  engagement  during  virtual  distance  learning?  The  
purpose  of  this  project  was  to  provide  information  such  as  tools  and  resources  that  will  allow  
teachers  and  parents/guardians  of  elementary  students  to  gain  knowledge  and  guidance  that  they  
might  need  to  help  increase  students’  engagement  during  virtual  distance  learning.  It  also  
includes  the  history  of  distance  learning  in  hopes  that  by  knowing  this  information,  it  will  give  
my  target  audiences  (teachers  and  parents/guardians)  a  better  understanding  of  how  it  came  to  be  
and  a  reassurance  that  it  is  a  system  that  has  worked  even  before  the  COVID-19  pandemic.  My  
project  has  information  that  gives  insights  into  what  each  side  (teachers  and  parents/guardians)  
might  be  feeling  regarding  the  shift  from  traditional  in-person  to  distance  learning  so  that  they  
can  understand  one  another  better  which  hopefully  will  result  in  teamworks  between  both  sides.   
Much  of  this  project  was  inspired  by  my  student  teaching  experience  during  Spring  2020  
when  schools  started  to  close  and  shift  to  distance  learning.  I  had  the  opportunity  to  witness  how  
students’  engagement  varies  depending  on  the  adults  around  them  and  the  access  to  tools  and  
resources.  Most  of  the  time,  it  was  not  that  parents/guardians  did  not  want  to  help  their  children,  
but  it  was  because  of  their  limitations  of  knowledge  of  the  subject  and  how  to  operate  the  
technology,  or  because  of  the  unstable  internet  connection  at  home.  Language  barriers  could  be  
one  of  the  reasons  as  well.  I  have  also  witnessed  first-hand  on  how  educators  were  getting  more  
and  more  frustrated  regarding  the  situation  because  they  had  to  plan  everything  from  zero  and  for  
most  of  them,  teaching  remotely  was  not  what  they  signed  up  for.  
Distance  learning  is  relatively  new  to  the  general  public,  and  more  widespread  than  ever  
due  to  COVID-19,  there  have  not  been  many  reliable  sources  of  information,  so  I  realized  that  I  
  
wanted  to  create  a  project  to  help  provide  knowledge  and  guidance  for  teachers  and  
parents/guardians.  I  wanted  to  make  sure  that  my  project  would  be  easy  to  read  and  understand  
as  I  did  not  want  it  to  feel  like  “more  work”  for  my  target  audiences  to  do.  I  designed  the  project  
so  that  it  would  be  simple  and  to  the  point  but  engaging  at  the  same  time.  
The  project  I  created  was  a  website  that  contains  relevant  information  from  my  research.  
The  website  has  following  pages:  
● Home  
● About  
● History  of  Distance  Learning  
● Synchronous  Versus  Asynchronous  Learning  
● Tools  and  Resources  
● Contact  
● References  
These  pages  will  give  quick  but  necessary  information  as  well  as  tools  and  resources  that  
elementary  school  teachers  and  parents/guardians  will  need  to  help  increase  students’  
engagement.  On  top  of  these  pages,  my  website  also  has  a  live  chat  feature  where  visitors  can  
send  a  chat  that  I  can  respond  to  right  away  as  I  will  get  the  notification  on  my  phone.  
Furthermore,  visitors  can  also  sign  up  to  get  updates  and  new  information  about  my  website.  On  
top  of  that,  they  can  also  leave  comments  on  articles.  All  of  the  information  on  my  website  was  
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